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A strong waft of popcorn came down
the corridors of Michaelsen Hall, which
traced to a brightly lit room full of couches
and lounge chairs. Literacy Family Night
is an event full of snacks and stories for
kids to partake in.
Central students majoring in elementary education set up stations where children can be read to. Beyond this being a
required element for the students’ educational courses, Melyssa Wheeler believes
in the cause.
“It’s a way to reach out to the children
in our community,” Wheeler said.
The event began at 6:30 p.m. with only
ﬁve or six kids and adults. As the night
progressed, however, children ﬂooded in,
with nearly 40 children in attendance by
the end of the event.
“I enjoy learning and love to help others enjoy learning as well,”elementary
education major Anna Hopkins said.
Hopkins had the task of reading Corduroy and telling the story of the Three
Billy Goats Gruff. She said she really enjoyed participating in literacy night.
“I like being with kids and like to teach
kids,” Hopkins said.
A positive aspect of the event is the
grant money which allows each child who
attends to go home with a book.
Through the years, people have been

very open to giving away books, including
Central’s own Brooks Library, and nearly
600 free books have been donated to this
cause, according to Walker.
Sharryn Walker is the current teacher
overseeing this event and a veteran at putting on events like Literacy Night. Walker began at the University of Missouri,
where she was able to hold similar events.
At Central, Walker is part of a group
known as Faculty Fellows that meet three
of four times a year.
This group works on various service
learning projects in order to “get students
engaged” outside the classroom with an
inside the classroom concept, according to
Walker.
Beyond reaching out to the community,
events such as Literacy Night give the student teacher candidates experience engaging with the public and meeting parents in
a relaxed setting according to Walker.
Literacy Nights have also been held in
Cle Elum, Thorp, Kittitas, and Selah.
Walker thinks students are sometimes
apprehensive but really get into the cause,
which was apparent when Wheeler exuberantly turned around and yelled, “This
is so much fun.”
Another Literacy Night will be taking
place on February 19, where new stories
and more lives can be touched.
“It is important to sit back and see how
[students] impacted themselves and the
community,” Walker said.
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Family literacy night
deemed a success

The best place at central for
incredible beer and fine wine!
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Admin fee under investigation
Staff Reporter

Central Washington University’s administrative fee or “admin” fee is under
investigation by the Washington State Auditor’s Ofﬁce.
Central is seeking to have a portion of
the admin fee be paid out of the Services
and Activities fund as base funding for
the next four years. That request will be
presented next Wednesday at 5:30 p.m. in
SURC 301.
When the admin fee was ﬁrst proposed
in 2011, Central’s top ofﬁcials said there
were many services — from printing paychecks to patrolling campus — that faculty, staff and students beneﬁtted from but
were getting for free.
They started charging the admin fee to
about 100 departments to pay for some 20
services.
Controversy began when George
Clark, vice president of Financial and
Business Affairs, proposed that the S&A
fund be charged as well.
Clark argued that S&A had been getting a free ride for the costs of services rendered to them.
But those who oppose taking the fee
from S&A funds say those are basic functions of the university that should be covered by tuition, not by S&A fees.
Both sides point to state law RCW 28B
as the source of dissent and support for
the fee’s legitimacy.
Those who question the admin fee’s
legality cite the law’s requirement that
S&A funds are “for the express purpose
of funding of student activities and programs.”
“The biggest issue with it is that it is illegal, immoral and harming students,” Isa
Loeb, S&A committee chair, said. “It has
deep implications across campus.”
Those who support S&A paying the
admin fee cite the same RCW, but point
to a section that refers to the “stability of
programs affecting students.”
“The administrative fee is an allocation
that is done to share the cost of shared
administrative services to self-supporting
funds, programs and departments,” said
Connie Williams, assistant vice president
of Finance and Business Auxiliaries and
a non-voting membert of the S&A committee.
Approval of a base-funding request by
the S&A committee sets the amount that a
program or service will receive for the next
four ﬁscal years.
The admin fee base-funding request
comes after two years of the committee

Graphic by Vicky Valdovinos

agreeing to supplemental admin fee re- not have the ﬁnal say on requests; they
quests totaling $1.36 million.
act only as a recommending body to the
Supplemental requests are designed for Board of Trustees.
clubs or activities that have unique needs
If a disagreement rises between the
that aren’t recurring, such as emergency BOT and S&A committee, a dispute resosituations, special events or training.
lution must be held to reach an agreement.
“We try to look at things that are goOn May 3, 2012, dispute resolution
ing to support the university in some way,” settled on a sum of $674,202, after some
Jack Baker, S&A committee adviser, said. sections of the request were omitted from
“We try to make sure there’s some sort of the original request of $978,699. Some of
beneﬁt to all the students at Central.”
those sections were the president’s ofﬁce,
The S&A Committee and the Asso- police and public safety as well as others.
ciated Students of Central Washington
But a question of legality was raised
University Board of Directors fought the about the dispute resolution by concerned
fee being assessed to S&A when that was committee members because it was not
ﬁrst proposed in spring of 2011.
announced as a closed meeting and thereBut they wound up approving a fore may have violated the Open Public
$790,832 request. That covered costs such Meetings Act.
as the $184,156 that goes to the presiObserver staff reporter Santos Herrera
dent’s ofﬁce, which includes the Board of was not allowed to attend, and neither reTrustees, Faculty Senate and the assistant cordings nor minutes were made of the
attorney general.
meeting.
The
admin
The Open Pubfee again met relic Meetings Act
sistance from the
states that “all pub2011-2012 S&A
lic
commissions,
committee spearboards,
councils,
headed by comcommittees,
submittee chair and
committees, depart-ISA LOEB
Board of Direcments, divisions, ofS&A Committee Chair
tors Executive Vice
ﬁces, and all other
President
Paul
public agencies of
Stayback.
this state and subdiStayback wrote a letter to the Washing- visions thereof exist to aid in the conduct
ton state auditor in the fall of 2011 with his of the people’s business.
concerns about the admin fee approved by
“It is the intent of this chapter that
the previous year’s S&A committee.
their actions be taken openly and that
A letter was sent back by Steve their deliberations be conducted openly.”
Wendling, audit manager, validating StayThe current S&A committee was deback’s concerns of illegitimate spending.
briefed last fall on the situation surround“We are unaware of any other statute ing the dispute resolution by Central’s
allowing the university to allocate indi- assistant attorney general Alan Smith,
rect costs to the student activity funds,” pro-bono lawyer Jon Ferguson, Stayback
Wendling said. “Further, we found some and members involved in the dispute resoof the allocations may not be equitably lution.
distributing the costs.”
On Nov. 28, 2012, the S&A committee
The Auditor’s Ofﬁce then requested convened to make a decision. KJ Stilling,
that the university provide them with president of the BOD, pressed the S&A
“speciﬁc legal authority,” allowing the ad- committee to uphold the decision made
min fee to be allocated from S&A funds.
in the dispute resolution process to protect
“The administration said they would the integrity of the committee.
make changes to comply with the audiStilling said he believes if this year’s
tor,” Stayback said. “And as far as I know, committee had gone back on the decision
that did not occur.”
to approve the request from last year, it
Once again in the spring of 2012 the would not bode well for the communicaS&A committee at ﬁrst rejected the admin tion between future S&A committees and
fee’s supplemental request, citing “scant the university.
information” as their reasoning.
“If we damage the relationship that we
“I think it was being used improperly,” have with university staff,” Stilling said,
Stayback said. “And I think that the ad- “it’s possible that our decisions as students
ministration is just bullying their way into now could have negative effects in the futhe coffers.”
ture.”
However, the S&A committee does
Dustin Waddle-Ford, a member of

“

The biggest issue with
it is that it is illegal, immoral and harming students

“

BY MATT THOMPSON

both the 2011-12 and the current S&A
committee, was present at the dispute resolution and said he believes the process for
the resolution should have been repeated
in its entirety with the current S&A committee.
“This is an important issue that we
need to be able to show, here’s a process
and here is how it was followed,” WaddleFord said. “Transparency is a huge thing.”
Waddle-Ford motioned to uphold the
original decision of last year’s committee,
rejecting the supplemental request of the
admin fee, in order to start the dispute resolution process over, but his motion failed
to pass.
Based on the questionable legality of
the dispute resolution in relation to the
Open Meetings Act and at the suggestion
of Alan Smith, the S&A committee voted
to rescind the dispute resolution.
A committee member then motioned
to approve the amended supplemental
request of $571,176, and the motion carried, putting to rest the question of whether the university would receive an allocation from S&A funds.
“I thought that for the one ﬁscal year
it would be more beneﬁcial to pay the admin fee,” Matthew Baird, S&A committee
member, said.
Now the admin fee is being asked for
as a base-funding request, meaning that
whatever amount is decided by the S&A
committee will be given for the next four
ﬁscal years.
The deadline for the base-funding requests was Dec. 1, 2012, and the admin
fee request turned in that day included no
numbers and only a paragraph explaining
that the numbers had yet to be calculated.
Some on the committee see that as an
offense egregious enough to have the admin fee kept from the docket.
In January 2013, the admin fee request
was resubmitted with numbers, but Williams has since said it will be resubmitted
with new calculations.
Loeb has written a letter of request
on behalf of herself as a concerned S&A
committee member to the Washington
State Attorney General’s Ofﬁce requesting a separate assistant AG look into the
legality of the admin fee.
She does not believe that Assistant AG
Smith has fairly represented the interests
of the committee and the student body.
The Washington State Auditor’s Ofﬁce
has an open investigation into the admin
fee and is encouraging anyone with concerns or information to contact Katrina
Colo at 360-725-5342.
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Students jam-pack state capitol
BY TYLER BELAN

Staff Reporter

Chants, beating drums and megaphones could be heard echoing off the
state capitol steps last Monday on Lobby
Day, where hundreds of students gathered
to lobby on tuition issues.
Central students were the most abundant among all of the Washington state
schools.
Students chanted, “The students, united, will never be defeated,” “Hey hey, ho
ho, tuition hikes have got to go,” and “No
ifs, no buts, no education cuts.”
From a quick survey taken on the
Central student bus, of the 55 students
on board, there was a total of nearly $1
million of combined debt among them,
which averaged about $18,200 of debt per
student.
Student speakers shared stories about
tuition on the steps of the capitol to raise
awareness and bring attention to other
students.
Some of the students raised huge signs
about cutting debt. Other students dressed
as thieves and raised signs asking lawmakers to not dodge debt.
Some students wore an inﬂatable balland-chain with their debt written on it to
show their current tuition debt.
The crowd eventually proceeded into
the main legislative building to view legislators enacting bills.
Men and women in suits sat and
brought forth their bills. A vote then took
place to either pass or deny each bill.
The ﬁrst person available to speak was
Rep. Judith Warnick. She represents the
13th legislative district, which represents
most of Grant County, all of Kittitas
County and part of Yakima County.
“We’re going to work real hard to
maintain costs,” Warnick said. “This is the
best possibility for students to work with at
this point.”
The question was posed if there was a
way to decrease tuition. Warnick responded with a resounding “No,” saying there
was no possibility of this.
Another bill to help students was one
that would give tax breaks to textbook and

TYLER BELAN/OBSERVER

FLEXING FREE SPEECH MUSCLE Students exercise their First Amendment rights in Olympia last Monday at Lobby Day.

other instructional materials.
The bill did not make it to the ﬂoor and
only has a possibility of being enacted in
the near future.
Warnick spoke about how much tuition
costs have increased. Warnick’s husband
attended Gonzaga University, a private
school which is traditionally more expensive than a public one, and he paid less
than what students these days pay for instate tuition, she said.
One of Warnick’s goals is to have more
students on the Board of Trustees because
of their unique and various views. Central
currently has one student representative
on the BOT.
The next speaker was Matt Manweller,
Central politial science professor. Manweller doesn’t serve on the higher education board to avoid a conﬂict of interest.
One of Manweller’s recent enactments

was a draft bill that would bar huge bonuses for school presidents, such as President Gaudino’s current deal to receive
$500,000 if he stays ﬁve years.
“We’ve stopped the bleeding, but
haven’t found a solution,” Manweller said.
“Twenty years ago the deal was that the
state would take care of 70 percent of a
student’s tuition and the student would still
have to work for the remaining 30 percent.
These numbers have since ﬂip-ﬂopped.”
Manweller hopes to change this shift
and bring it back down to a 50-50 split. A
50-50 split would be more helpful to students because they would pay 20 percent
less than what they are paying now. Manweller’s closing words were directed at the
out-of-country students.
“If you are looking for an efﬁcient government, this is not the place to study,”
Manweller said.

The ﬁnal speaker of the day was Rep.
Larry Haler, who has worked closely with
Manweller on many issues. Haler spoke
about how the system in Washington
works.
It is simple: the system is designed to
kill bills, he said.
The bills then come back at a later time
directed by someone else who hopes to
have the bills passed.
Haler, among others, said he works
with the system in order to run as a bipartisan or non-partisan committee.
Democrats and Republicans work together in order to ﬁgure out what is best.
Politicians are working to change the
view from believing that K-12 schooling
is an essential form of funding and that
higher education is discretionary funding.
Politicians hope to change this view in the
near future.

Central allows guests wireless
BY MAC CLARK

Staff Reporter

Wireless internet access on campus just
became a little easier. No longer will students or faculty have to register their laptops, smart phones, or other devices with
the IT Department.
The IT Department is phasing out the
Host-Registration network and no longer
requires students or faculty to register
their devices. Host-Reg allowed the IT
Department to track any activity from a
device that was logged onto the network,
according to Assistant Vice President for
Information Technology Carmen Rahm.
“Historically, [if] a device got on the
network that had been compromised or
had a virus,” Rahm said, “[Host-Reg]
gave you the ability to shut that [device]
off before it compromised your network.”
Logging into wireless networks on campus now only requires Safari credentials.
Students and faculty can log into the new
network on any wireless device.
“It eliminates three-fourths of the steps
in the process,” said Noah Hernandez, director of network and operations.
Making wireless accessible for students
and faculty is one of the goals for the IT

Graphic by Seth Lonborg
Department, according to Rahm, and
plans are in the works to retro-ﬁt many of
the residence halls with Wi-Fi.
“When Host-Reg was put in place
there were probably 20 wireless devices
on campus, most owned by the university,’
Rahm said. “Now, with tens of thousands
of devices, it is not practical or customerfocused.”
Central student Chris Imano, an accounting major, agrees. He sees the phasing out of Host-Reg as beneﬁcial to students and faculty.
Imano lived on campus for two years,
and said having to register devices in

Bouillon Hall was a hassle. Imano is glad
he can connect to Wi-Fi on his smart
phone instead of using costly data plans.
“Being able to access the internet faster
will help in classes,” Imano said.
Host-Reg was set up in compliance
with many federal regulations for colleges and universities. According to Rahm,
many of these laws are designed to protect
students and faculty, as well as limit peerto-peer ﬁle sharing.
Peer-to-peer sharing sites like Isohunt
or The Pirate Bay have to be monitored
by Central to stay in compliance with the
Digital Millennium Copyright Act and

The Higher Education Opportunity Act.
Since 2004, Central has been a leader
in this area and their policies and actions
have been emulated by many, according to
Rahm.
“The law states that you have to use
technology to monitor [and] prevent illegal peer-to-peer ﬁle sharing,” Rahm said.
“On our main campus network, whether
it is wired or wireless, we have to be able to
identify anybody that is doing that.”
Many other universities use Host-Reg
because of its ability to track devices and
users according to Rahm. Now that Central has dropped Host-Reg and only requires Safari credentials, it can no longer
track devices. Central’s compliance with
the law will not be affected by the change,
according to Rahm.
“Before we wanted to authenticate your
device and the user,” Rahm said. “Now we
just want to authenticate the user.”
The IT Department is always looking towards the future and will continue
its mission to make wireless more accessible to students and faculty according to
Rahm.
Plans are in the works to retro-ﬁt many
of the residence halls with Wi-Fi according to Rahm.
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Bully beat-down

Central students run anti-bullying campaign with Ellensburg high school
BY Justine sisson

Staff Reporter

Five Central Washington University
students are working with Ellensburg High
School on an anti-bullying campaign,
known as “Stomp Out Bullying.”
“A lot people think of bullying as what
happens at the school, but that’s not necessarily the case,” Chelsea Hite senior said.
The five students are seniors Hite,
Makaiya Simmons, Lindsey Sires, Kayse
Dahl and junior Alex Homer.
“It used to be [when] you left school
you were fine, but now you have Facebook, Twitter, and text messaging. I think
a lot kids feel like they can’t get away from
it,” Hite said.
All are members of the Public Relations Student Society of America and are
doing the project for the Bateman national
competition.
The campaign is working with the
school district and hopes to end bullying.
Bullying is different today since the
growth of technology, and PRSSA members are working to address this.
The campaign started with an assembly on Feb. 1, and will continue all month.
Over 750 students attended the assembly,
which included results of surveys and focus group information about online bullying.

MICHAEL HARRISON/observer

TEACHING Central public relations students present at an Ellensburg High School
assembly. The presentation was part of an anti-bullying campaign.

Students were able to Skype with Jake
Updegraff, a Central alumnus currently
interning for Ryan Seacrest Productions,
about his experiences with bullying. The
assembly also contained skits by the ASB
students and a video by Emily Meyer, a
Central film and video studies student.
After the assembly, students were asked
to sign a pledge to not engage in bullying,
with 267 students signing it.

The pledge is posted in the lunchroom
for students and faculty to see.
“Community support is imperative for
this campaign to succeed,” Dahlsaid. “Everyone is affected by bullying, either as a
victim, a bystander, or an instigator, which
means everyone has the ability to step in
and do something about it.”
Members have approached local businesses and asked for their support and

gave participating businesses a certificate.
The Bateman team members hope the
certificates will boost community involvement and spark conversations between
students and parents about bullying.
The group is also doing a definition
competition. Currently, EHS’s definition
of bullying and harassment is the Washington Code, which is lengthy and out of
date.
Students were asked to write a new
definition to include face-to-face bullying
and cyber bullying. The winner’s definition will be placed in the handbook next
year and the individual will also win a set
of Zooka iPod speakers.
“We are just trying to do a lot of different things for school involvement, raising
awareness, and having people talk about
the issue of bullying,” Hite said.
The school also has an alert system
called ALERT1, where the students can
anonymously type in their school’s code
through e-mail, website, or via text when
a bullying issue arises. The ALERT1 team
works to stop bullying.
The Bateman team has encouraged
students to start using the ALERT1 system
to report bullying.
“It [working with the Bateman team]
has been a fantastic new partnership that
I hope can continue in the future,”EHS
Vice Principal Beau Snow said.

Wednesday, February 27
6 t� 8 p.m.
Mary Groupe Center

Graduate C�mmunity Building Event

/cwugraduatestudies
/cwugradschool
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Editor-in-Chief//Danny Schmidt

Triumphant
Failure
PHOTO COURTESY OF CREATIVE COMMONS

Oscar Predictions
Shortly after meeting me, many
people know four very specific things:
I have three dogs, two best friends, I’m
slightly obnoxious and I love movies
and television.
I can get down with it all, whether it
be a night for some comedic relief or a
tear-jerker.
But once a
year, I choose
one
movie
over the rest. I
root for my favorite cast ensemble, along
with
best
soundtrack,
best lead actress and acBY Jeanette Genson
tor and I even
Scene Editor
go crazy and
choose a favorite short documentary
and foreign film.
We harshly judge the fashions as well
as the interviews with E! channel correspondents, all while checking Twitter
and Style.com for the latest updates.
That’s award season in my house, and,
through all the MTV Choice Awards,
Grammy’s, all the way to the Oscars, we
are loyal observers of these traditions.
Now, just to be clear, I do make predictions for most of the main categories,
although I am not necessarily judging
them on their artistic backgrounds.

Best motion picture
To start off, I would like to talk about
my prediction for best motion picture,
which is “Argo.” I saw this movie just
last week, and I loved it. It is based on
the prisoners of war captured by the
Iranian government in the early 1980s.

This film has intrigue, suspense, a great
cast and a great script that kept me on
the edge of my seat, even though I knew
the ending.
I am slightly obsessed with the 1960s
and 70s, so this movie being based in
1980 was awesome. Ben Affleck did an
incredible job matching the films’ cinematography with real pictures from the
actual events.
So “Argo” is definitely my pick for
2013 motion picture of the year.

Best actress
Next up I would like to talk about my
pick for best actress in a leading role:
Jennifer Lawrence.
Let it be known that I am not choosing her because I saw the movie and
loved her performance ... I actually
haven’t seen this one. It looks way too
emotional and mushy for the likes of
me.
With that being said, I loved Lawrence in “The Hunger Games,” and
she has continued to impress me with
her work in the press. I read an article
in Rolling Stone Magazine shortly after I saw “The Hunger Games,” and
thought Lawrence seemed funny, young
and free (next summer’s theme song,
anyone?). She was really collected during her acceptance speech at the SAG
awards, and she was cute on Saturday
Night Live.
As for other predictions, I think I
should leave that to the professionals since they have probably already
seen the performances they are talking
about.
Happy predictions, everyone, I hope
you enjoy the dresses, the ‘YES’s’ and
the total upsets.

Top 10 reasons the
Pope is quitting his job
1. Tested positive for PED’s

Picture a sunny day on the Gulf of
Mexico: both the sky and water the
color of deep blue, and the air is calm.
Upon embarking on your cruise ship
vacation, the idea of nonstop fun and a
promise of relaxation await you.
But now imagine the pungent aroma
of feces emanating from the hallways of
your once blissful floating resort. Meals
are sparse,
there is no
air
conditioning and
only a few
rooms have
electricity.
If
this
situation
sounds like
the plotline
BY Chanet Stevenson
to a cheesy
Assistant Scene Editor
horror movie
involving a wrecked cruise ship, it’s not.
Although, I wouldn’t be the least bit surprised if it becomes a Lifetime movie,
one which I’m sure I’ll end up watching
as I’m admittedly a sucker for the lowbudget, clichéd concepts that are Lifetime movies.
Sadly, though, for the 4,200 passengers aboard the Carnival Triumph
cruise ship, this particular situation became a reality when a fire broke out in
an engine room during its voyage last
week, leaving them stranded in the Gulf
of Mexico for five days.
While watching this story unfold in
the media, I couldn’t help but think
about what everyone aboard was going
through. I also couldn’t help but add
the incident to the already extensive list
of reasons why I will NEVER go on a
cruise.
Sure, there are plenty of things that
frighten me. But to be completely honest, I would rather spend the night in a
haunted house, inhabited by spiders and
paranormal entities during a zombie
apocalypse before I would ever step foot
on a cruise ship. The fear is real.
So to give some insight into this seemingly silly fear of cruise ships I have, the
real-life incidents that have contributed
to my fear are as follows:

1. I’ll begin with the Carnival Triumph incident since it’s the most recent
one. While the ship didn’t sink and there
weren’t any reported deaths, the fact
that it was stranded on the water for five
days is enough to terrify me. The idea of
not being able to see land for that long
and having to rely on tugboats to tow
the ship back to port does not sound like
my kind of a vacation.
2. The partial sinking of the Costa
Concordia: This particular tragedy definitely tops my list of reasons because
it’s one that resulted from negligence
and could’ve easily been avoided. Not
only did the captain deviate from the
computer-ran, pre-programmed route,
he also abandoned the ship without notifying authorities of the accident. The
fact that the captain not only left his passengers behind, but then also tried to lie
to authorities about the cause of the accident is beyond shocking to me. Sadly,
the tragedy also resulted in 32 reported
deaths, as well as two missing persons
who have yet to be accounted for.
3. The Titanic. I think this one goes
without saying. I mean, it hit an iceberg
and sank. But on a side note, I think we
can all agree that there was room for
two people to be saved on that plank.
Leo could’ve lived.
4. Man overboard: All too often I
hear reports of someone going missing while vacationing on a cruise ship.
Again, Lifetime movies don’t help the
situation as they often portray real-life
people who have gone missing while on
a cruise. But the fact that they are based
on true stories is enough of a deterrent
for me.
5. And finally, you might get pregnant, and die. OK, so yeah, I stole that
line from “Mean Girls” and it has nothing to do with cruise ships, but who can
honestly say that they’ve never heard of
an epidemic outbreak on a cruise ship?
And I may or may not be factoring food
poisoning as an epidemic as well.
Overall, my fear for cruise ship vacations, however silly it may be, sadly is
real. I realize there are other modes of
transportation with higher death rates I
could fear more than a cruise ship, but
those don’t include water.

Attention!
We want to hear from you. What did you think about this week’s paper?
Please let us know via Twitter, @CWUObserver, and we will retweet
and reply to answers. Or let us know on Facebook, CWU Observer. Let
your voice be heard!

2. The commute to work
3. Dress code
4. Not enough vacation time
5. Boss is constantly mad at him
6. All the negative tweets he receives
7. Might be Fergie’s baby-daddy
8. No 401(k)
9. Cramped workspace
10. Gave it up for Lent

Dear Readers,
The Observer welcomes brief letters of 300 words or less from readers
on current issues. Please include your full name and university
affiliation: year and major, degree and year graduated, or staff
position and department. To be printed in the following week’s issue,
please e-mail your letters to cwuobserveropinion@gmail.com by 5
p.m. Sunday. The Observer reserves the right to reject or edit for style
and length. All letters become property of The Observer. Anonymous
letters will not be considered.
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Orlowski owns the mic
Rising Bellevue musician’s song to be featured on
this week’s episode of Grey’s Anatomy

BY CHLOE R AMBERG

Staff Reporter

Marketing consultant by day
and singer-songwriter by night,
Kris Orlowski and his band are
jumping headfirst into the music
scene.
“Like most musicians, I have a
full time day job and a full time
music career,” Orlowski said.
Orlowski got his first taste of
music at the tender age of three,
when his mother set him on top
of the piano at church to sing. He
played music in elementary school
and took piano lessons as well.
When he entered high school,
Orlowski was a varsity soccer player and participated in the music
program. He found himself part
of two very different crowds, the
athletes and the musicians. He enjoyed music, but it was not something that consumed his everyday
life.
It wasn’t until college that Orlowski believed he had found a
good use for his singing and instrumental ability.
“It gave me some game with the
ladies,” Orlowski said.
Though it may have started off
as mostly a shallow intrigue, Orlowski began to realize his talent,
and that it was more about the
music than the female attention.
With a smooth, yet strong voice
and various instrumental sounds,
Orlowski’s music has been compared to Ryan Adams and Mumford and Sons.
Today, Orlowski is writing and

PHOTOS COURTESY OF EVER KIPP

THE BAND (Top) Kris Orlowski is a Seattle based musician (Bottom) Orlowski,
along with his band, will be performing in the SURC pit Feb. 21.

performing music with his band,
touring the country and releasing
albums.
His song “Mountains” will be
featured in the newest episode of
“Grey’s Anatomy.”
“Things have just started blowing up for us,” Orlowski said.
Orlowski is now making his
way over to Central Washington
University, following acts such as
Macklemore.
“Central has a really strong music program,” Orlowski said. “It’s
something we want to be a part
of.”
Orlowski and his band, which
consist of four other members
(Mark Isakson on guitar, Torry

Anderson on keys, Greg Garcia
on drums and Tyler Carroll on
bass), have found recent success
amongst the Seattle music scene,
as well as around the country. They
have toured from New York to Los
Angeles, and have no intention of
slowing down.
“Singer-songwriter Kris Orlowski and composer-violinist
Andrew Joslyn have carved out a
niche in the Northwest, but lately
their names are gaining recognition around the country,” according to an article featured in the
Seattle Met.
Orlowski collaborated with musician Andrew Joslyn, one of his
very close friends, and created a

17-set orchestra piece titled “Pieces We Are.”
“We wanted to go big, and
what’s bigger than an orchestra?”
Orlowski said.
The success Orlowski and his
band have been experiencing lately did not come served to them on
a silver platter.
With a music career comes the
hardships of living two separate
lives, and ultimately sacrificing a
social life and other opportunities.
“It’s a price I’ve been willing to
pay for the past eight years,” Orlowski said.
Orlowski has extremely high
expectations of himself, which he
has found to be one of his greatest struggles to overcome. He witnesses others not succeeding, or
falling into alcohol or drugs, something Orlowski does not partake
in.
The feeling he gets when he performs or finishes a new song is
something that can override the
obstacles he faces.
“It’s a powerful feeling when
I first play a new song on stage,”
Orlowski said. “It’s about speaking
and creating and being proud of
my writing.”
As for the future, Orlowski is
confident he and his band will
continue to grow in their music.
Their drive and determination to
succeed has taken Orlowski far in
what he describes as a heartless
industry.
“We are always pushing really
hard,” Orlowski said. “It’s about
staying laser focused on the art of
song writing.”

8
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Hashim Elberier: DJ
extraordinaire
BY Chloe west

Online Editor

As a kid, Hashim Elberier could be
heard whistling Mario Kart tunes and trying to copy the sounds of the video games
he played.
Today, he has turned his passion for
sound and music into a DJing gig, which
he started when he was a sophomore at
Central.
Now, as a senior information technician and jazz major, Elberier performs at
anything from house parties, or ‘events’ as
he likes to refer to them, to local weddings.
Most recently, he performed at the Red
Bull Thre3style U competition, held at the
Nectar Lounge in Seattle.
“I’ve had a huge connection, not always
to music, but to sound,” Elberier said.
Elberier has played the saxophone and
clarinet since he was in third grade and
is in Central’s marching band. With the
stage name DJCujo, all of his experience
with music helps him in his career today.
“Jazz is the only really thing that kind
of teaches you to use your ear,” Elberier
said. “It’s the more creative side of our
music department.”
In middle school, Elberier was always
running up to the soundboard to plug in
his music at different events; he didn’t realize that this was its own form of DJing.
His first rave inspired him to branch
out and sparked his curiosity to learn more
about the art of mixing.
“I didn’t even know, actually, that DJs
were such a big deal until I went and saw
Borgore and then I started learning about
EDM (electronic dance music),” Elberier
said.
Soon after he experienced the energy
he enjoyed so much at the rave, Elberier
was invited to a get-together hosted by a
friend who was having a group of DJ’s
over to mix. He tried mixing for his first
time on house speakers and a computer;
it was the start of his house performances.
Since playing at houses and local ven-

ues like the Starlight Lounge and Dining
room, Elberier has made a lot of progress,
according to his friend Rhiannon Beunder, senior communication major, who
had him play at her birthday party.
“Some people will just play their music
but Hashim will play music to satisfy everyone,” Beunder said.
In his two years playing, Elberier has
acquired a fan base big enough to be noticed by sponsors.
“The house parties help me generate
a following,” Elberier said. “That’s how I
got the Red Bull gig, just by people talking
about me.”
For Elberier, part of the fun of competing in the Red Bull competition was
getting to meet the judges, but he said the
best part about DJing is the crowd.
“I understand fairly well how a crowd
will react to pretty much anything,” Elberier said. “So I can kind of decide ‘this
song’ because I want them to do this and
‘this song’ because I want them to do this.”
Nate Sackeyfio, also known as
DJRatchet, who won the Red Bull play
and destroy competition in December,
along with longtime pro DJCide and the
general manager of Trinity Night Club in
Seattle were the three judges.
“One of the best parts about being a
judge is you get to hear how creative other
people can be,” Sackeyfio said.
Sackeyfio thought Elberier stood out
and said the other judges also noticed him.
“I liked Hashim’s song selections and
he was a good mixer,” Sackeyfio said. “A
lot of the DJ’s, they were good at one thing
or the other, but Hashim was pretty well
rounded in that aspect.”
His audience and his friends are what
help Elberier in his preparation stages.
Each event has different taste and he accommodates his show to their liking.
“I’m one of the few DJ’s that actually
listens to every kind of music and can DJ
every kind of music,” Elberier said.
From start to finish, creating a set can
take Elberier up to three hours. One day,

PHOTOs courtesy of Stephen Heppler

MIX IT UP (Above) Elberier mixing in the Thre3Style University competition sponsored by Red Bull. (Below) The crowd cheers for their favorite beat.

he hopes to produce his own mixes, even
if it means getting an IT day job and
DJing at night.
“When you produce you’re the only
one that plays shows,” Elberier said. “I really want to make my own music and be
recognized for what I can put out.”
To make this his career might not be

too far-fetched, according to Sackeyfio,
who said he could see Elberier winning
more competitions in the future. Sackeyfio
thinks anybody who is dedicated to their
craft can have a good future and Elberier
already has a head start.
“I’m going to keep doing it until I can
make it my day job,” Elberier said.

Early sunshine brings hints of springtime
Students and local shops share thoughts on fashions for the upcoming season

BY LAUREN NOLToN

Staff Reporter

Ellensburg’s springtime sun and windy
weather are back, but this time it’s coming
a bit earlier than usual. The nice weather
also brings out springtime fashion: students around campus are trading their
boots for flats and adding in some colorful
flair to their everyday outfits.
Megan O‘Brian, sophomore business
administration major, wore red heels and
a dress on Valentine’s Day, when temperatures reached a high of 55 degrees.
O’Brian said her dresses are a staple in her
closet and she will wear them any time of
the year, regardless.
“Honestly, I don’t dress towards to
weather, I dress how I want to dress,”
O’Brian said. “If I am in a skirt mood and
it’s 20 degrees out, I will still wear a skirt. I
don’t know anything about fashion, I just

do what I want.”
Her friend Katey Kjelland, sophomore
elementary and special education major, said she hates winter because she has
mostly spring and summer clothes.
“Now that it is spring I can actually
wear a tank top, because I have a lot of
those and I don’t have very many long
sleeve shirts,” Kjelland said.
Two other students, Carina Ulkekul,
freshman elementary education major,
and her friend Sadia Beckman, freshman
nursing major, were both seen wearing the
springtime look.
“It’s sunny in the wintertime and I don’t
have to put on my heavy jacket,” Ulkekul
said. “In the beginning [my wardrobe]
was boots and scarves and heavy clothes
but now it’s a jacket and a tank top.”
Beckman also caught a few people
wearing the “short shorts and Ugg boots
look” worn by some girls across campus.

Local Ellensburg stores are preparing
for the springtime weather by pulling out
their colored jeans and patterned shirts.
Maurice’s store manager Michelle
Long talked about their new spring clothing, just in time for the sunshine in Ellensburg.
Maurice’s clothing this season shows
that bold colors are in, along with mix and
match patterns, like stripes and polka dots.
“Customers are going for those brighter colors for sure because it was drab, grey
and cold in the wintertime,” Long said.
“They are definitely grabbing the bright
pants and matching it with a bright top.”
Long said students can layer brightly
colored tops with their usual spring or
light winter jackets to add a layered look
during these cold but sunny days.
The trend in footwear is also changing
now that there is no snow on the ground.
“We do have all of our summer shoes

in, but I think it is a little hesitant right
now this early, for people to be grabbing
them,” Long said. “But I do notice they
are grabbing more things to layer during
this spring-cool weather.”
A local consignment shop, Pink with
Envy is also noticing a few changes in
fashion with their local shoppers and donations.
Lexi Mandeles, daughter of the store
owner at Pink with Envy, has noticed that
jeans and warm-weather tops have been
the most moved items on and off the
shelves.
“Skinny color jeans, white jeans, LA
Idols and cute tops are moving fast out of
the store,” Mandeles said.
Since Ellensburg is moving into springtime weather, Pink with Envy is not accepting winter clothing from customers,
but is accepting summer clothes.
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Raining Jane
reigns over the SURC
BY HAILEY NELSEN

Staff Reporter

KASEY PETERSON/OBSERVER

CELLO THERE (Above) Mai Bloomfield works the cello, while the band rocks
out in the SURC Pit last Monday with students and attendees of their show.

Central Washington University
students and Ellensburg community residents gathered in the SURC
pit last Monday to hear the voices
of Raining Jane. A crowd gathered to witness their performance,
which included music from their
new album, “The Good Match.”
Since their first, and winning,
performance at the UCLA Spring
Sing Competition in 1999, Mai
Bloomfield, Chaska Potter, Mona
Tavakoli and Becky Gebhardt
have begun traveling around the
United States.
Raining Jane provides a unique
musical experience, not only with
powerful vocalists, but with the musical talents of Bloomfield, the cellist, and Gebhardt, the sitar player.
Since the band’s debut in 1999,
their music has translated into four
album releases and 13 years worth
of performances. The band’s music can be heard on “Grey’s Anatomy,” “So You Think You Can
Dance” and “Dancing with the
Stars.”
The lyrical content of Raining
Jane’s songs vary from werewolves
to broken hearts. For example,
their song, “Paper Cut,” talks about
the hardship of heartbreak and
demonstrates Tavokli’s whistling
talent.
“I used to whistle my a** off, as
my mom told me, and I’ve since
turned into a professional whistler,” Tavakoli said. “If love was a
letter, you’d be my paper cut.”
Bloomfield began her musical
career by playing the cello at age

nine, and has since become a vocalist, guitarist, and cellist for Raining Jane.
Tavakolli has been playing the
drums since she was 11 years old
and her musical talent incorporates
a cajon (a box-shaped percussion
instrument), jangley ankles, and
vocals.
Potter’s musical talent comes
from her great-grandparents, and
she received a guitar as a high
school graduation present before
leaving for Los Angeles.
Gebhardt, who is half-Indian,
provides a unique musical contribution with her ability to play the
sitar. She also composes, performs
and records music as her full-time
job.
Amanda Hollingsworth, senior
at Central, said her reason for coming to Raining Jane’s performance
was to witness Tavakoli’s talent as a
percussionist.
“When Mona isn’t playing with
Raining Jane, she is Jason Mraz’s
percussionist,” Bloomfield said.
“I like how their music sounds
like a mixture of easy island breeze
and a bit of California country,”said
Dana Kavanagh, senior anthropology and psychology major.
Raining Jane’s tour traveled
from Central to Ontario, Oregon,
then to Fargo, North Dakota,
with their final show on Feb. 9 in
Moorehead, Minn.
To listen to their music or
to discover more about the
women that make up Raining Jane, find them online at
rainingjane.org.
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sistance with school, future jobs and for
more information on professional development.
The Central Washington University
“It has taught me to network with
chapter of Alpha Kappa Psi has a long people for the future when I am looking
history of instilling professional business for a job,” Van Natta said.
qualities in their members and staying
Through Alpha Kappa Psi, members
active in the community. From guest can take part in annual events such as
speakers to volunteer work and annual the Principled Business Leadership Inconferences, Alpha Kappa Psi members stitute Conference. This offers members
have the opportunity to grow as profes- the chance to attend seminars on prosionals while developing a sense of civic fessional development, as well as netresponsibility.
work with members from other chapters
Emma Van Natta, junior business around the nation and with business
marketing major, has been a member of professionals.
Alpha Kappa Psi since spring 2012. Van
Corinne Lo, senior supply chain
Natta is the committee head of profes- management major, is head of the marsional development and works with a keting committee for Alpha Kappa Psi.
team of members to provide presenta“I knew Alpha Kappa Psi was a great
tions about how members can enhance opportunity to improve on my leadertheir professional abilities.
ship skills,” Lo said. “I really wanted
“This quarter I organized a presenta- to professionally develop myself and I
tion about leadership in the professional knew that was something Alpha Kappa
world,” Van Natta said. “We saw this Psi could offer me.”
as an opportunity to discuss the differThe opportunities offered by Alpha
ence between
Kappa Psi are
a leader and a
not exclusively
manager.”
business
I have met people from Boe- for
Alpha Kapmajors,
and
pa Psi members
ing and several other businesses they encourage
are able to take
from a
in Seattle, such as Edward Jones students
part in these
variety of maand Russell Investments.
professional
jors to join.
d eve l o p m e n t
“We have
-EMMA VAN NATTA
events, as well
people
from
as stay active in
the art departJunior marketing major
the community
ment, exercise
through a variscience and a
ety of volunteer opportunities.
few others,” Van Natta said.
“We always do stuff for FISH Food
Students interested in becoming a
bank,” Van Natta said.
member of Alpha Kappa Psi are reYasir Jazaeri, junior accounting ma- quired to take several steps to become a
jor, has worked on this event before.
full member.
“We will walk around the city door“Students rush for the length of the
to-door and collect cans, or we set up quarter they are applying for memberbooths around Ellensburg at local busi- ship, and at the end of that quarter, they
nesses,” Jazaeri said.
are initiated into Alpha Kappa Psi,”
Alpha Kappa Psi is also planning Van Natta said.
a trip to one of the retirement homes
Alpha Kappa Psi holds numerous
in Ellensburg to help out the staff and rush meetings and has a rush booth the
spend time with the residents.
ﬁrst two weeks of every quarter in Shaw
On top of the professional develop- Smyser and the SURC for students inment and volunteer work, members terested in joining the fraternity.
have the opportunity to connect and
“I have been in other clubs here at
network with Alpha Kappa Psi alumni.
Central and I think this [Alpha Kappa
“I have met people from Boeing and Psi] is by far the one that has been the
several other businesses in Seattle, such best thing I could have invested in,” Van
as Edward Jones and Russell Invest- Natta said. “I know I am investing in
ments,” Van Natta said.
something that will help me in the long
Members can contact alumni for as- run and not just right now.”

CESME volunteers wanted
Club offers opportunities on the ‘horizon’

ing in the future,” Kurtz said. She says
the event supports the idea that women
can go into the STEM ﬁeld, as well as
For many of the events put on by giving the girls good role models.
Central Washington University, volunCESME hopes the event will motiteers are the life blood.
vate the girls to do better in school, ﬁgExpanding Your Horizons, an event ure out the direction they want to go in
being put on by the Center for Excel- life and spark an interest in higher edulence in Science and Math Education cation.
(CESME) is no exception, but they don’t
“We’re giving Central students the
have enough
opportunity to
volunteers
see ﬁrst-hand the
yet.
the preIt’s a good way to interact effect
Expandsenters have on
ing
Your
with middle school kids who the girls,” said
Horizons
Ray,
they might be teaching in the Meagan
is an event
CESME event
future.
for STEM,
coordinator and
which stands
senior secondary
-MARTHA KURTZ
for Science,
science educaTechnolog y,
tion major. She
Science education program manager
Engineering
hopes those who
and
Mathvolunteer will enematics. The event is geared towards joy the experience and that being there
ﬁfth through ninth grade girls, aimed at will allow them to share their stories
getting them interested in STEM.
about how they got where they are with
“We’re bringing in community pro- the girls.
fessionals within the STEM ﬁelds,”
“It’s nice for the girls to not just hear
said Dava Ihrke, event coordinator for from professors or presenters,” Ray said.
CESME. “We’re trying to hit all the sciSign ups need be completed before
ence, technology, engineering and math February 28, which is when a meeting
divisions.” They have 19 presenters will be will be held for those signed up
coming in, and each will do hands-on to help. The meeting will take place in
presentations for the girls involved.
Science 116 at 4 p.m. and pizza will be
Volunteers have a few different things provided.
they can sign up to do, from checking
the girls in, to selling t-shirts or working
To volunteer:
at the ﬁrst aid tent. The event may be
visit:
geared towards young girls, but anyone
can volunteer to help out with it.
www.takeactioncwu.com/
Martha Kurtz, both the director of
event/186841 and sign-up.
CESME and the science education proTo attend
gram director, thinks it’s a good thing for
‘Expanding Your Horizons’,
those going into education to volunteer
visit the SURC Ballroom on
for.
“It’s a good way to interact with midMarch 2. Costs $15
dle school kids who they might be teach-

BY BRADEN DENHERDER

BY MARGAUX MASSEY

Staff Reporter

Staff Reporter

“

“

MAKE A DIFFERENCE
IN THE LIVES OF HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS

“

“

Alpha Kappa Psi creates
opportunities for
community and students

Check out
The Observer Scene section online at
cwuobserver.com
to read a review on the Bite of Insight
Speaker Series
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Nicholson Pavilion’s unique architecture and history
winning tradition until 1990. When Dean
retired, he and his father had 1,114 comStaff Reporter
bined wins - the most out of any father/
Central Washington University is well- son coaching combination in the history
known for its history of dominance in col- of college basketball. Dean was inducted
lege athletics. Nicholson Pavilion has been into the State of Washington Sports Hall
home to multiple Wildcat sports teams for of Fame in January 2010.
over half a century.
The venue that encompasses this story
The building was named after Leo is one of the most unique and recognizNicholson, who began coaching basable sports facilities
ketball at Cenin the nation.
tral (then called
Constructed in
Washington State
1959 and opened
We’ve
had
a
few
little
Normal School) in
1960, “The
things to fix here and there, in
1929. For 35 years,
Pav” has been a
he was head coach
but the building itself is not prominent Ellensof basketball and
at the point to where it needs burg landmark for
an assistant coach
generations of stufor both baseball
to be remodeled.
dents and commuand football.
nity members alike.
Leo’s penchant
-JOEY HUERTA
With its self-supfor winning quickly
Senior
industrial
engineering
major
porting system of
established a tradisuspended cables,
tion at Central. As
the building seems
stated in the 1933
to be an exception
Campus Crier, Washington State Normal
School’s student newspaper, “The word to the general rules of physics.
“When I was a kid,” said Rocky
champion means practically nothing to
Hively,
Assistant Curator at the Kittitas
students and townspeople, since winning
had ‘become a habit’ under a Nicholson- County Historical Museum and lifelong
Ellensburg resident, “I saw the pillars
coached team.”
Nicholson amassed over 500 wins dur- and thought it was something out of Star
ing his basketball tenure before handing Trek.”
Nicholson Pavilion’s space-age feahis coaching duties to his son, Dean, who
is the namesake of Nicholson Pavilion’s tures are the creation of architect Ralph
H. Burkhard, who was also the architect
adjoining boulevard.
Dean Nicholson continued his father’s for Highline Community College in Des
BY CODY SPENCER

“

“

Pregnancy Center of Kittitas County
FREE Pregnancy Test. Caring. Confidential.
www.PregnancyHelpEllensburg.org
Conveniently Located in Downtown Ellensburg
111 East 4th Street
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SETH LONBORG/OBSERVER

LEGACY Nicholson Pavilion was named after Leo Nicholson, a basketball coach for
Central who amassed over 500 wins during his coaching career.

Moines, Wash. Burkhard won an award
from the Seattle Institute of Architecture
for his work, cementing Nicholson Pavilion as a state-of-the-art athletic facility
when it opened.
Although Nicholson Pavilion’s exotic
features remain an intriguing facet of architecture, its facilities have weathered upgrades and changes throughout the years.
“The ﬁeld-house originally held a
swimming pool,” Hively said. “It was replaced with a new ﬂoor in 1989.”
In March of 2006, renovations included a new ceiling, new lighting, an expansion of the training and weight room, and
a new exhaust system to provide cleaner

air in the building.
In 2008, an addition of theater-style
seating for Wildcat basketball season ticket
holders was made. Also, the installation of
the Connor Sports Floor, using the same
type of hardwood used at Gonzaga University, was added.
So far, the maintenance of Nicholson
Pavilion has been relatively problem-free.
“We’ve had a few little things to ﬁx here
and there,” said Joey Huerta, senior industrial engineering technology major and a
student technician at Facilities Management, “but the building in itself is not at
the point to where it needs to be remodeled.”
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By Evan Thompson
Sports Editor

Following the announced
retirement of CWU Athletic
Director Jack Bishop, the
search for a new AD is on.
But with new leadership
comes the need for evaluation. Central Washington
and Ice Miller, LLP teamedup to assess where the Wildcats sports and athletics
program stand.

SETH LONBORG/OBSERVER

FUTURE PLANS Renovations to Nicholson, Tomlinson Stadium and the multi-purpose playing fields will be coming in the next 10-years, according to CWU President James Gaudino.

A

sports program can be
measured on three things: what it
has, what it does not have and what it
needs. At least that’s how Ice Miller,
LLP deﬁnes it.
The Central Washington University
Athletics Department will need to ﬁnd
a replacement for Athletics Director Jack Bishop, who announced his
retirement on Aug. 30 after 13 years of
service.
And while a nationwide search
for the next athletic director is still
ongoing, Central now has a deﬁnitive
outsiders’ opinion of Central’s sports
and athletics programs.

Ice Miller, LLP, a large ﬁrm based
out of Indianapolis, Ind., conducted a
review of Central’s athletics and sports
program over the course of three days
and two nights, from Nov. 26-28, and
submitted a report on Dec. 24.
The 69-page review assessed
the entire range of Central’s sports
programs, from intercollegiate to club
sports. It also evaluated ﬁnances, budgets, management and organizational
structures, liabilities and risks, inclusivity and diversity, compliance with the
NCAA and Great Northwest Athletic
Conference, and how Central stands
in comparison to its Division II peers.
“Typically you do something like
this when you’re changing leadership,”
CWU President James Gaudino said.

“So this was a chance for an outsider
to come in and take a look, and then
we can basically hand this report to
the new athletic director when that
person gets here.”
In addition to its review of the
sports and athletics program, Ice
Miller identiﬁed short-term steps to
solve issues that were brought up in the
review.
Besides ﬁnding a new AD, Ice
Miller concluded the Wildcats’ facilities and the amount of resources
put toward growing and sustaining
surrounding programs as their main
concerns.
Gaudino, along with a handful of
coaches, athletes, staff and faculty, met
and worked with the two consultants
from Ice Miller. Gaudino said he was

impressed with not only how they
conducted their business but also their
knowledge and experience with D-II
teams.
“You always worry when you’re in
my chair that there’s such a perceptual
bias toward D-I, which is huge dollars,” Gaudino said. “You know ‘Just
spend a few million over here or just
hire seven people over here.’ They
didn’t do that; they had good experience at the D-II level.”

Benchmark Comparisons
Ice Miller consulted with the university to come up with a list of peer
institutions that could provide meaningful comparisons.
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Holtman entered her final game as one of
Central’s best-hitters in school history. Sara
Tucholsky was just a senior looking for
her first home run. The two met in 2008
under extraordinary circumstances...

After being crippled for a week with illness and injuries, the Wildcats are looking
to bounce back from their three-game
losing streak against the Northwest Nazarene Crusaders...

After the football program at Western
Washington was dropped, so was the
annual rivalry between the Vikings and
Wildcats. Men’s rugby has picked up the
tradition and have made it their own...
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A Lifting Decision

THOMAS VONAHLEFELD/OBSERVER

COMMAND Third-year softball head coach Mallory Holtman discusses game strategy with her team. Holtman joined the staff in 2008 as a graduate assistant after her playing

time with Central was, leaving her senior year as one of the top-hitters in school history. Holtman and teammate Liz Wallace won the 2008 ESPY’s Award for Best Moment in Sports.

Holtman’s supreme act of sportsmanship

BY JARYD CLINE

Staff Reporter

second inning for the ﬁrst time in the second
game of the double header. With two runners on, the senior connected perfectly with
he outcome of the game will
the ball and watched as it left the park-her ﬁrst
surely be forgotten over time. The story
career home run. As Tucholsky rounded the
will no doubt be passed down as one of
bases, she stopped between ﬁrst and second,
the most heartwarming and selﬂess morealizing she had missed ﬁrst. As she turned
ments in sports history. For one Central
back to touch ﬁrst base, her cleat caught in
athlete, it was just about doing the right thing the dirt and momentum forced her knee to
even if that hurt the chances of winning.
bend in the opposite direction. The entire
In four previous seasons, senior stadium went silent as Tucholsky lay moaning
Mallory Holtman had never led the Wildcats in the dirt.
to the NCAA Division II playoffs. Her senior
At that moment, umpires misseason was her last chance. Injuries had altakenly informed
ready forced her to sit
the Western Orout an entire season
egon coaches that
and she had scheduled
We
W
e still had a game at Tucholsky would
knee surgeries for after
out if any if her
that
point so I kind of tried be
the season.
teammates
touched
to block it out as much as I her. Coaches
Holtman was an
could and turn around and also told thatwere
offensive juggernaut,
the
her name plastered all
finish playing.
home run would
over the GNAC ofbe changed to a
fensive record books.
single since Tuchol-MALLORY
HOLTMAN
She ﬁnished her casky couldn’t ﬁnish
Softball head coach
reer ranking in the
rounding the bases.
GNAC top ten in hits,
Standing close
doubles, triples, home
enough to overruns, RBI’s, total bashear the conversation, Holtman, the all-time
es, runs scored and slugging percentage. She home run leader in the GNAC conference
won the conference player of the year award at the time, knew the satisfaction of hitting a
her senior year and is one of only two players home run and knew that Tucholsky deserved
in conference history to earn ﬁrst-team all- to round the bases and score.
GNAC honors four times
“It kind of just made me mad, a home run
The Wildcats were in the thick of the is a home run, it’s not like we’re going to jump
GNAC race; their 12-6 conference record over the fence and throw her out,” Holtman
tied them for number two in the GNAC with said.
Western Oregon.
Holtman and teammate Liz Wallace, with
Having lost the ﬁrst game of the double- permission from the umpires, approached
header, 8-1, the Wildcats now trailed Western Tucholsky.
Oregon by one game, with only a handful of
“Which leg is hurt,” Holtman asked.
remaining games before the conference tourStill in an unimaginable amount of pain,
nament.
Tucholsky pointed to her right knee, tears still
Five-foot, two, 125-pound Western Or- ﬂowing from her face. Tucholsky wrapped
egon senior Sara Tucholsky, a career .153 her arms around Holtman and Wallace’s
hitter, approached the plate in the top of the shoulders as each woman lifted one of

T

“

“

PHOTO COURTESY OF ESPN.COM

TAP-TAP Holtman and teammate Liz Wallace
help carry Western Oregon’s Sara Tucholsky to
home plate after she tore a ligament in her knee, tapping her foot on each plate as they moved through
the bases.

Tucholsky’s legs.
As the three made their way to second
base, none of them could hold back the
giggles and smiles wondering how goofy
they looked, lowering Tucholsky’s left leg just
enough so the spike of her cleats touched the
rubber of each base.
Many of the fans in the crowd had tears
in their eyes as they witnessed one of the most
heartwarming events in sports history.
As the three reached home base, Holtman
and Wallace handed Tucholsky over to her
teammates and jogged back to their positions
as if nothing had happened.
As she had done exactly 127 times
throughout her career at Central on offense,

Holtman crossed home plate for the ﬁrst time
as a defensive player.
“We still had a game at that point so I kind
of tried to block it out as much as I could and
turn around and ﬁnish playing,” Holtman
said.
Central would go on to lose the game 2-4,
ofﬁcially eliminating them from NCAA tournament contention. In her ﬁnal home game
as a Wildcat, Holtman went 2-3 and walked
once.
It wasn’t until a few days later that the national media had caught onto the story. Boxes
of letters started to arrive and phones started
ringing off the hook. Holtman was ﬂooded
with interview requests from many of the nation’s top networks.
“A hundred or so,” Holtman said. “It’s one
of those things that might be inconvenient
but it’s still really fun.”
Holtman’s experiences with the media
were just getting started. She was invited to
take part in shows and events throughout the
country. She appeared in CBS’s The Early
Show and The Inside Edition. The video clip
of her and Wallace helping Tucholsky even
made it all the way to ESPN’s ﬂagship program, SportsCenter. The three also raised the
12th man ﬂag before the Seattle Seahawks
Aug. 22, 2009 home pre-season game against
the Denver Broncos.
Holtman’s experiences were capped off
by a trip to the ESPY award show hosted by
ESPN. With front row seats, in front of Carmelo Anthony, the three (Holtman, Wallace
and Tucholsky) watched in awe as they won
the 2008 Best Moment in Sports ESPY. Now
the whole world watched as host Justin Timberlake pretended to hurt his knee. The moment that inspired millions was recreated as
the three helped Timberlake off stage.
The moment is still as vivid in Holtman’s
memory as the day it happened. Holtman,
now the head coach at Central, hopes to instill
the players with the integrity and moral foundation that she had when she was a player.
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MEN’S BASKETBALL

Central fights flu and
Northwest Nazarene
BY SARAH RUIZ

Staff Reporter

This Saturday, the men’s basketball
team will face off against Northwest Nazarene’s University. The Wildcats are hoping to add a win to their record after losing on the road in Billings last weekend. A
recent outbreak of the ﬂu has made it difﬁcult for the team, which was shorthanded
last weekend.
Head coach Greg Sparling said it’s
been about three weeks since the ﬂu has
started making rounds through the team
and he hopes by now, everyone who has
gotten it has gotten it. This week during
practice he hopes to get the team back on
track, and focused for yet another away
game.
The Wildcats were on the road last
weekend and will travel to the game this
Saturday. While travelling can often take
a toll, junior Brandon Magee believes his
team can do well.
“I think we’ve played a little cold, but
all of us on the team have been playing
basketball our whole lives, it’s not taking a
toll. Basketball is basketball, so you gotta
just go out there and play,” Magee said.
Sparling said that practice this weekend will be a true trial of getting the team
playing together again. The ﬂu, combined
with a few injuries on the team and travelling, has impacted practice time. This

week, the team will get together for practice and focus on their goals and the upcoming game.
“[We know] that we have to get these
wins if we want to get into the playoffs
and I think that’s a common thing we all
want,” Magee said. “We can make a run
at the playoffs and play hard so we can get
to the playoffs.”
Goals at practice this week will be to
focus on Nazarene’s playing style, and revamp the Wildcat game to ensure a win
this weekend.
“Boxing out, we need to box out and
rebound because all their boys crash the
boys pretty hard,” Magee said. “We have
to contain the post players because they
are playing really well right now.”
Sparling’s plan of attack for the game
is to respond to the attacks the team will
face from Nazarene.
“Biggest thing is we gotta be awake on
defense because they run so many sets.”
Sparling said. “They try to play in the 50’s
and 60’s and we play in the 80’s and 90’s.
Hopefully we don’t allow them to do that.
Their inside post is playing really well. A
team that shots so many three’s is kind of
team that scares you. When you shoot that
many three’s you eventually start hitting
them.”
If the team can walk away with a win
this Saturday, they are hoping to build
some momentum for the playoffs. Senior
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CWU students
staff & faculty
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Call 963-1095
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MAGIC FINGERS Junior Kevin Davis lays up the ball in the Wildcats 86-70 victory
over Simon Fraser. Davis is averaging 9.4 points per game..

guard Jordan Coby is optimistic that the
team will be able to work hard enough to
make it to the playoffs.
“I think right now we’re playing hard
but we just have a few mental mistakes,”
Coby said.“Overall we give good effort,
and our rebounding hasn’t been too bad
lately. We just want to honestly get a win
on Saturday and that will build some mo-

mentum to keep getting wins so we can be
playing well when playoffs start.”

JOIN THE CONVERSATION WITH A
TWEET AND A HASHTAG
#CWUMBBALL

SPORTS

The Observer • Feb. 14 - 20, 2013 16

Wildcat baseball ignites Idaho
BASEBALL

The 8-7 win over Idaho was highlighted 14-3.
by ﬁrst basemen Justin Peterson. His two
“We felt good about the tournament,”
hits and two RBIs along with Tyler Roberts’ Davies said. “LC State has a strong group
strong six-plus innings on the mound, pro- of guys so taking one out of two from them
pelled the Wildcats to their ﬁrst win in the is nice.”
tournament.
It was a tight game until the top of the
Junior transfer pitcher Skye Adams was eighth inning when LC State exploded for
next in the rotation
nine runs.
against LC State for
The monster ingame 2.
ning was sparked
“I wanted to
nine hits and two
I wanted to take the bull by
take the bull by the
homeruns,
of
by the horns and prove to which was aone
horns and prove to
grand
ourselves and the coach- slam.
ourselves and the
es we were a good squad.
coaches we were a
Central
mangood squad,” Adaged 14 hits in the
ams said.
game but could only
-SKYE ADAMS
Adams
threw
score three runs.
Left-handed pitcher
nine innings of twoCentral
won’t
hit, one-run ball
play again until
against LC State for
March 1, its league
the win striking out out six and walking two. opener against Northwest Nazarene.
“I had control of all my pitches,” Adams
The second place ﬁnish left the team feelsaid “I could throw my change-up on any ing good, however.
count and my curve was getting over for
“We have the next two weeks off and our
strikes whenever I wanted.”
team is pumped,” Adams said. “We now
The Wildcats played Concordia from have a chip on our shoulder and want prove
Oregon on Saturday, losing 7-6 in 11-in- to everyone in the league we are a force.”
nings.
The Wildcats have found a winning forEthan Sterkel had four hits and pitched mula and are making small adjustments to
their game.
one scoreless inning in the loss.
“Knowing we can compete and beat LC
Central held a 6-2 lead in the bottom of
the seventh when the game slipped away, State is motivating,” Davies said. “We just
using three different pitchers; Stuart Fewel, have to play to our abilities and do the little
Willie Davies and Ethan Sterkel to halt Con- things right.”
cordia’s run.
The trio gave up four runs, resulting in a
tie game at the end of seven innings.
In the 11th, senior Randy Button gave
JOIN THE CONVERSATION WITH A
up the go-ahead run after three strong inTWEET AND A HASHTAG
nings in relief.
Central went on to face LC state again
#CWUBASEALL
in Sunday’s championship game, and lost

COURTNEY HOTTOWE/OBSERVER

BATTER UP Central took second in the Guardian Plumbing, Heating and Air Conditioning tournament, falling only to NAIA nationally-ranked No. 8 LC State.
BY MAX BAYERN

Staff Reporter

Last weekend the Central Washington
University baseball team took second place
in the Guardian Plumbing, Heating and
Air Conditioning Tournament in Lewiston,

Idaho.
Perennial powerhouse Lewis-Clark
State, ranked eighth in the nation hosted the
tournament.
The Wildcats (4-8) took two wins on Friday during round-robin play, defeating the
College of Idaho and host LC State (7-1).

INDOOR TRACK & FIELD

“
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MEN’S RUGBY

Wildcats go for the gold Cascade Cup on the line

Central track team has
a strong showing at
GNAC Championships
BY CLAIRE COX

Staff Reporter

Day 1 of the Great Northwest Athletic
Conference Championship went well for
Becki Duhamel, claiming her ﬁrst GNAC
championship in the women’s weight
throw.
Four Central Washington University
competitors ﬁnished in the top-three.
Duhamel placed ﬁrst in the weight
throw with a mark of 16.51 meters . She
ended up winning the event by 0.71 meters over Carly Dranginis of Northwest
Nazarene University.
Senior Jamie Larsen ﬁnished second
in the women’s pole vault, marking 3.61
meters.
Senior Andrew Venema placed in the
top eight in two events on Friday for the
Central Washington men, ﬁnishing second in the 60-meter hurdles (8.41 seconds) and seventh in the high jump (1.91
meters).
The Wildcats’ other top-three ﬁnishes
on Friday belonged to senior Mike Jensen
in the men’s shot put with a tournamentbest mark of 15.14 meters.
Central junior Eric Holmstrom and
senior Quinton Agosta placed ﬁfth and
eighth, respectively, in men’s shot put as
well.
Senior Scott Hunter competed Friday
in the men heptathlon ﬁnishing in second
place with 2,519 points in all four events.
Junior Ethan Meikie placed ﬁfth in the

heptathlon.
In Saturday’s competition, Duhamel
claimed her second conference championship. Seniors Andrew Venema and
Scott Hunter also won individual titles
for Central. The men ﬁnished fourth at
the championships, the Wildcat women
ﬁnished in seventh.
Duhamel got past Vessie Umu of
Northwest Nazarene University in the
women’s shot put on Saturday with a top
throw of 13.24 meters. Venema posted a
0.12 second improvement from Friday’s
preliminaries to win the event ﬁnals on
Saturday with a time of 8.29. Venema
also posted a seventh-place mark in the
men’s high jump making 1.91 meters.
Hunter also claimed victory in the
men’s pole vault, clearing 4.50 meters to
win the event. He also won second place
in the men’s heptathlon with a total of
4,689 points over seven events.
The Wildcat men ﬁnished strong in
the weight throw on Saturday, with a total
of 18 points in the event.
Quinton Agosta ﬁnished second with
a best throw of 16.40 meters and Mike
Jenson with 15.49 meters to win third
place. Eric Holmstrom placed ﬁfth with
a throw of 14.72 meters
There were several other top eight individual ﬁnishes for Central on Saturday,
freshman Kent Mckinney in the men’s
60-meter dash and Ethan Meikie in the
heptathlon. Freshman Allyssa Marzano
earned a fourth-place mark in the women’s triple jump clearing 10.88 meters.
Marzano and freshman Juliana Joy were
the only Wildcat women to post individual ﬁnishes among the top eight in their
events on Saturday.
Central men scored 72 points in this
competition, while the women ﬁnished
with 40 team points.

BY QUIN WALKER

Staff Reporter

The Central Washington University
Wildcats rugby team will face off against
rival Western Washington University this
weekend for the Cascade Cup.
This is the ﬁrst meeting between the
two teams this year, besides the 7’s played
in the fall. The outcome of the match was
a Central victory, 46-19.
“We are looking for the same
result.”Senior construction management
major Ryan Snider said,
It is said in a rivalry game, “throw the
records out the window”, but with the
Wildcat’s hot start to the season it looks as
if nothing can slow them down.
“It’s a big rivalry, we always go head to
head whenever we play. Neither schools really like each other but we will be focused
and ready to go.” Senior law and justice
major Alex Reher said of the rivalry
Coaches and players credit the nice
weather to their early success. “We have
been lucky enough to get outside. Outside we have been working on our scrum
and our pattern. This is not stuff we are
able to against a gym ﬂoor,” coach Tony
Pacheco said Reher added, “It deﬁnitely
helps being outside. It improves our spacing and alignment and we are able to use
the whole ﬁeld as opposed to gym.”
The two teams will be playing for a familiar trophy. The Cascade Cup, is a trophy that goes to the winner of the rugby
rivalry between the schools, but it was
football that the cup was competed for.
Snider, a ﬂanker, said “It’s cool because
we are playing for an actual trophy.” As if
bragging rights weren’t enough in a match
against Western.
Senior leadership by Snider and Reher will be key in this match. CWU has

SETH LONBORG/OBSERVER

PUSH THROUGH Central looks to
beat a tough Western team on Saturday.

dominated the sevens this year with an
unblemished record in the fall. It is a true
testament to their work ethic in unsavory
weather conditions. The match on a neutral site will play a part in the ﬂow of the
game, as well. Being that this is the last
time the two teams will meet, bragging
rights and the Cascade Cup will stay with
the team for a whole year, with no chance
at redemption. Pertaining to the rivalry,
Coach Pacheco said, “The players are always a little more excited.”
The game will be played February
23rd. The 2nd XV will play the ﬁrst
match at 11:30 a.m followed by the ﬁrst
XV as the main event starting at 1:00
p.m. The match will be played at a neutral site, Magnuson Park 7400 Sand Point
Way NE Seattle, WA.

